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What would it be like to investigate the greatest event in the history of the world? Imagine you had the opportunity to interview the people who saw Jesus heal the sick, raise the dead, and teach the crowds. Imagine talking with the disciples who watched Jesus die on the cross and then saw him alive again three days later. Imagine sitting down with the eyewitnesses and asking them what happened, what they saw, and what it all meant. That’s what St. Luke set out to do. Luke was not one of the twelve disciples. He was not someone who was with Jesus throughout his earthly ministry. He was a physician and coworker of Paul. Yet God used Luke to write two books of the New Testament: the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. At the beginning of his Gospel, Luke tells us that he carefully investigated everything from the beginning and decided to write an orderly account so that a man named Theophilus could know the certainty of what he had been taught. Luke wanted his readers to know that Christianity was not built on rumors, wishful thinking, or a collection of inspirational stories. It was rooted in real events. Jesus really came into this world. Jesus really taught people. Jesus really suffered and died. Jesus really rose from the dead.

And he wrote volume 2: Acts. The Gospel of Luke tells us what Jesus did and taught. The book of Acts tells us what happened after Jesus ascended into heaven. It records how the apostles went out into the world proclaiming what they had seen and heard. It tells how the gospel spread from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and eventually Rome. See the connection. Luke carefully recorded the testimony of those who witnessed Jesus’ saving work. Then he recorded how those witnesses carried that message to others. Luke ends his Gospel with Jesus’ final instructions to his disciples before he ascended into heaven. He’s risen from the dead; appeared to his disciples; shown them his hands and feet; and opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. And now he tells them this: You are witnesses of these things. Jesus spoke these words to the disciples two thousand years ago. But what do they mean for us today? What does it mean to be a witness of Jesus Christ? And what makes us qualified to share this message with the world? Listen again to what Jesus said.

He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. He said to them, “This is what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. Jesus wants his disciples to understand that what they have witnessed is not an isolated series of events. His suffering, death, and resurrection are the fulfillment of God’s plan announced throughout the Old Testament. From the promise of a Savior in the Garden of Eden to the sacrifices of the OT, from Isaiah’s suffering Servant to the promises of a coming King, God had been preparing his people for this moment. The Messiah had to suffer; the Messiah had to die; the Messiah had to rise again. And now it happened. The disciples witnessed the fulfillment of God’s promises. They had seen Jesus crucified, and now they saw him alive again. They listened to him explain what had happened. Yet he didn’t just tell them to remember; he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. They needed more than their own memories and observations. They needed God to tell them what happened. The same is true for us. We live in a world full of witnesses. People tell us what they believe about God. They tell us what they think Jesus was like. Some say he was a good teacher. Others say he was a moral example. Some just recognize him as an important historical figure. Some dismiss him altogether. 

But God doesn’t leave us to our own understanding. He uses the same Scriptures he’s used since the beginning. That is where we learn; that is where our minds are opened up to what God says about Jesus. He is the Son of God who took on human flesh. He is the promised Messiah who lived under God’s law in our place. He is the innocent Lamb of God who carried our sins to the cross. He is the risen Lord who defeated death and opened the gate to eternal life. And it’s all personal! You know your sins. You know the thoughts you’d never share. You know the words you wish you could take back, the opportunities to show love that you ignored, and the times when you chose the easy way instead of what was right. God knows them, too. If the message of Jesus ended with an example of perfect love, we’d be in trouble. His perfection would only remind us how imperfect we are. If his story ended with his death, we would have no answer to our own graves. But there’s far more to see than that. Jesus suffered for your sins. He died in your place. Three days later, he rose from the dead, and because he lives, your grave will not be your final resting place. Your guilt doesn’t get to hold you back. Your failures don’t define who you are. Death does not get the final word. Jesus does. And what is that final proclamation? Repentance and forgiveness. Recognize your sin, turn from it, and turn to your Savior. For Jesus’ sake, God does not count our sins against us. He freely gives us the righteousness of Christ. This is the message that the disciples were called to witness. And this is the message we have received through their testimony in the Scriptures. 

We are not eyewitnesses of the empty tomb in the same way Peter and John were. We did not stand at the foot of the cross like Mary. But through the inspired Word of God, we know the testimony of those who did. The Holy Spirit has brought us to faith in the Savior they proclaimed. And now we have something to share as well. We have the good news that Jesus Christ has done everything necessary for our salvation. You are witnesses of these things. He doesn’t say you're a witness of your opinions. You’re witnesses of your personal accomplishments. Go tell others what kind of person you are and the kind of people they should be. No, it's simple. You are witnesses of these things. You are witnesses of me. Jesus’ ascension into heaven was that transition point. The transition from Jesus doing the work of salvation, to the proclamation of that work carried out through the church. 

That’s what Jesus’ disciples are called to do; the disciples are to testify what God has accomplished through Jesus Christ. A witness does not create the truth. A witness reports the truth. When a witness takes the stand in a courtroom, the witness isn't there to invent a story or tell people what they want to hear. The witness is there to testify to what happened. The witness is not responsible for fabricating the truth, but simply telling it. The disciples were not responsible for the resurrection. They were not responsible for inventing a message that would attract the crowds. Their calling was to proclaim what God had done. That’s important for us to remember. Sometimes, we think sharing our faith includes having all the answers to all the questions. We imagine we need to be expert theologians, gifted speakers, or people who never struggle in their faith. We might worry what someone will ask or say. We may fear saying something wrong or being rejected. So, it becomes easy to hide our witness. But nowhere in Jesus’ call to his disciples does he say be impressive, or persuasive, or effective. Look at the men who stood by Jesus for years—the men he called to witness. They hadn’t exactly distinguished themselves as heroes. When Jesus was arrested they scattered. Peter denied knowing him. Even after reports of the resurrection, they couldn’t understand what was happening. These were not people who earned the right to represent Jesus, but they were the witnesses of what had happened. He restored them, taught them, made Scripture known to them, and he sent them to tell people about him. 

Jesus doesn’t wait until people are perfect, or even good enough, before he calls them to serve him. He calls sinners who have received grace. He sends people who know their own weaknesses but also know the strength of his promises. You don’t need to do a dramatic retelling of everything Jesus said and did. You don’t need all the answers to all the questions. You don’t need to pretend that your life is free from struggle or your faith is strong as can be. You need to know the message. You can tell someone that Jesus died for them, because Jesus died for you. You can tell someone that God forgives sinners, because through Jesus he’s forgiven you. You can tell someone that the empty tomb gives us hope even when life is painful and death is frightening. You can tell someone what Jesus has done. Where does witnessing happen? It happens here in the life of the church. Pastors preach the Word. We support mission work. We invite others to hear God’s Word. We care for people in need. But it also happens off the books. When a parent teaches their child that Jesus forgives their sins. It happens when a friend sits with someone who’s grieving and tells them that death is not the end for those who fall asleep in Christ. It happens when a coworker asks you why you have hope in difficult situations and you point to God’s promises. It happens when you invite a neighbor to come to church, even when you don’t know if they’ll come. Sometimes witnessing is as simple as listening to another person and then responding with gentle love and care. 

Not every conversation needs to be a Bible study. Not every invitation will be accepted. Not everyone will believe in the Jesus you know. But the results don’t belong to us. God gives the growth through His Word. Our calling is to be faithful witnesses. We are witnesses of the Savior who seeks and saves the lost. You are witnesses of the forgiveness Jesus won on the cross. You are witnesses of the resurrection that overcomes death and the grave. St. Luke’s records did not end with Jesus’ ascension into heaven. The gospel continued to spread through the witness of the apostles. And now you are witnesses of these things. God, make us bold as we witness his love in our lives. Amen. 
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